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Topics
• CNMP Revision (Policy and Format)

• Nitrogen N2O Emissions

• Science Tool Portal
• With Repurposed Planning Tools for NRCS (CST/CD)

• VegSpec

• Increase Acres of Nutrient Management Planning

• Soil Health Division and Efforts

• Erosion Prediction Tools and Integration

• Gypsum Standard (Code 333)
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CNMP Revision (Policy and Format)
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Signature Page
• CNMP Planner
• Client

Map and Record of 
Decisions for the 
Farmstead
• Implementation 

Requirements
• Engineering 

Plans

Map and Record of 
Decisions for the 
Cropland
• Implementation 

Requirements
• Engineering 

Plans

Nutrient 
Management 
Plan



Example - Record of Decisions
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Example Implementation 
Requirements



Nitrogen N2O Emissions

• N2O Emmisions
• 7 Million metric tons of CO2

equivalent (MMTCO2e)
• 64 Million cropland and 

pastureland acres by 2025
• Utilize the 4R’s for Nitrogen 

Management

USDA 
GHG 

Mitigation 
Strategy 

for 
Nitrogen
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Science Tool Portal

• Engineering and Non-
Engineering

• For NRCS, TSPs, General Public
• Re-Purpose NRCS Planning 

Tools
• Hope for 2016 Release

Website 
for all 
NRCS 
Tools
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VegSpec Software

Vegetation 
Selection Tool

• Soil
• Climate
• Practice
• Purpose

GIS Based Will Produce a 
Planting Plan

NRCS UPDATE FOR CCA BOARD SEPT 2015 8



Increase Acres of Nutrient Management 
Planning

Allow more 
TSPs to use 

Industry 
Software

Get more 
Nutrient 

Management 
TSPs

Partner with 
Agri-

Business

Regional 
Conservation 
Partnerships
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NRCS National Nutrient Management Specialist

Dana Ashford-Kornburger

National Nutrient Management Specialist

Office: 202-205-9434
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Soil Health Division and Efforts

Staff of 20 
Nationwide

NE Region 
Team

SE Region 
Team

Central 
Team West Team
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Improve the Science of Soil Health
Training

Technical Assistance



Current Erosion 
Prediction 

Technology

RUSLE2 
Standalone

WEPS 
Standalone

Future Erosion 
Prediction Technology

Web-Based Applications 
for both Wind and Water 

Erosion

Integrated Wind and 
Water Erosion Interface

Use a Common Cloud 
Database (LMOD)

Convert from RUSLE2 to 
WEPP (Water Erosion 

Prediction Project)
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Erosion Prediction Tools and Integration



Gypsum Standard (Code 333)
DEFINITION

• Using gypsum- (calcium sulfate dihydrate) derived products to change the 
physical and/or chemical properties of soil.

PURPOSE

• Improve soil health

• Improve surface water quality 

• Improve soil health by ameliorating subsoil aluminum toxicity. 

• Improve water quality by reducing the potential for pathogens
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