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Soil Health

Decision tools

What are we really asking?
In-season management
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Yield
Profitability
Environmental risk

Physical

Biological

Chemical
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A PROJECT TO MAKE AGRICULTURE MORE PRODUCTIVE 
AND SUSTAINABLE THROUGH 

IMPROVED SOIL HEALTH

G O A L S

Recruit a network of 100 farms

Establish research protocols and data analytics 

Publish findings and recommendations

Support grower networking / technical assistance

SCIENCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Larry Clemens, TNC
Suzy Friedman, EDF

Jerry Hatfield, USDA-ARS
Daren Harmel, USDA-ARS
Wayne Honeycutt, NRCS
Doug Karlen, USDA-ARS
Eileen Kladivko, Purdue

Chuck Rice, KSU
Peter Scharf, UMC

Harold Van Es, Cornell
Wally Tyner, Purdue

Additional Financial Support

Technical Advice

STEERING COMMITTEE

The Midwest Row 
Crop Collaborative



Networks and collaboration



Network Coverage



SHP Staff Support for the Network

Iowa/Nebraska 
Field Manager 

Illinois 
Field 

Manager 2

Operations 
Manager

Indiana Field  Managers
Dan Towery    Hans Kok

Iowa Field  Managers
Elyssa McFarland

Illinois Field  Managers
Jim Isermann           

Communications
Jenna Higgins Rose

SHP Director
Nick Goeser

NCGA -Graphic Communications 
Designer

Beth Musgrove

SHP Program Coordinator
Anne Dietz
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SHP: Data Collection Timeline

January

March-April May - August

October$



SHP data collection, analytics and publication

SHP Data Analytics Teams

– Soil, productivity, and agronomics
• Dr. Doug Karlen – USDA - ARS

– Support team within ARS 

– Economics
• Dr. Wally Tyner – Purdue University

– Graduate student support 

– Integration, sustainability and precision management
• Dr. Chuck Rice – Kansas State University
• Post-doc and industry support team



Where can farmers and agronomists go for help?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SHP Field DaysNov. 4 – West Liberty, IA – Mark/Joe Heckman	To highlight their new hog barn.  Nov. 6 – Lake Springfield watershed tour – Dave Moose/Tim Seifert	Collaboration between ICGA, CBMP, SHP and Lake Springfield Watershed – tour of with several stops to highlight tools to improve water quality (bioreactors, constructed wetlands, and Dave Moose/Tim Seifert’s SHP locations)Nov. 19 – Nashua, IA – Mark Mueller		In conjunction with Iowa learning farms –speakers from ISU, ICGA, Iowa Learning Farms – also a cover crop plot tourConferencesASA, CSSA, SSSA International Annual Meetings - MinneapolisSHP is hosting a special symposium Monday, Nov. 16 – 1:00-4:00pm – speakers from organizations not often represented at the meetings.  A SHP farmer (Steve Berger), NCGA, WFF, and TNC will be represented on the panel – joined by NRCS, Kansas State, and ARS speakers too.ARA Annual Conference – Palm Desert, CA – Dec. 1-3Booth collaboration with CTIC – putting together materials for Ag retailers to help understand the science behind soil health, practical management options to improve soil health, and the business case for getting engagedHealthy Soils Healthy Waters – Memphis – Dec 1-3Plenary panel session – Nick with Joe Nester, Warren Dick, Leo Espinosa, Shannon Zezula- speaking on nutrient management and soil amendments – Nick/Leo will cover nitrogen management and on-farm experimentation – Joe and Warren will cover phosphorus and gypsum.



How can we work together?
• Research

– Helping to answer – what is soil health?
– Economics, yields, water/air quality

• Nutrient management
• Cover crops
• Tillage

• Education
– Specialized agronomic training

• Communications and connections
– Ag media
– Non-ag media
– Social media, web coverage
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Nicholas J. Goeser, Ph.D.
Director of The Soil Health Partnership &
Director, Soil Health and Sustainability
National Corn Growers Association

soilhealthpartnership.org
Twitter handle: @SoilPartners
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