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Section 319 of the Clean Water Act
• Nonpoint Sources are not specifically defined under the CWA – any 

source that EPA does not have authority to regulate as a point source
• Includes agriculture stormwater discharge and irrigation return flows

• 319(b) - State NPS Management Programs 
• 319(h) - Grant Program
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• In addition to CWA, states follow EPA grant guidelines in spending 319 
funds https://www.epa.gov/nps/319

https://www.epa.gov/nps/319
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§319  Projects by Type 2008-2013



USDA and §319 Agricultural Projects
• Are complementary with §319 and best deliver 

water quality results when leveraged: the two 
programs share goals, rely on local partners and 
voluntary  landowner action

• §319 funds expand and complement USDA 
funds: provides planning framework and 
flexibility to support all aspects of watershed 
implementation, while USDA mainly funds cost-
share for on-the-ground practices and some 
technical assistance
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• The 319 program has documented >680 waterways restored through NPS 
projects – USDA programs and conservation districts played important roles 
in about half these successes



Partners for on-the-ground agricultural 
projects and landowner engagement

• USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
• National Association of Conservation Districts

• Soil and Water Conservation Districts
• Industry Service Providers: i.e. Certified Crop Advisors (CCAs)  and Agricultural 

Retailers
• 4R Nutrient Stewardship Programs supported by The Fertilizer Institute, The Nature 

Conservancy (TNC), and other partners
• Nonprofits and NGO’s

• Conservation Technology Innovation Center (CTIC)
• TNC
• Watershed groups, locally led producer networks etc.

• State Departments of Agriculture
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Forums for Agricultural Research, Coordination, 
Education and Science

• Universities
• Land-grant Universities 
• Water Quality Labs
• Extension Service

• USDA 
• Agricultural Research Service (ARS)
• National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)
• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

• Professional/Scientific organizations and Coalitions:
• American Society of Agronomy, Crop Science Society of America, 
Soil Science Society of America (ASA/CSA/ASA or Tri-societies)
• Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS)
• Agricultural Drainage Water Management Task Force
• National Working Group on Cover Crops and Soil Health 6
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§319 Program Delivers Results: Ag Success Stories



Key Agricultural Partnership Programs- What’s 
next?

• Agricultural partnerships are key to success of 319 NPS program
• Continue to advance partnerships through:

• National Water Quality Initiative
• Emphasis on watershed planning, identifying critical areas, and outreach strategies

• Hypoxia Task Force
• Tracking progress, Land grant University Collaboration

• Animal Ag collaborations
• Facilitate open dialogue for a shared understanding of how to enhance agricultural 

practices and maintain clean water
• Implement grant-supported Ag partnerships for training and adoption of 

high impact practice systems and watershed planning
• Nonpoint Source Technical Exchange- information exchange on key issues 

for nonpoint source community
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National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI)
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• Launched in FY12; NRCS coordinates with EPA and state water quality 
agencies to address Ag nonpoint sources

• NRCS targets EQIP funds ($25-33M/yr) to water quality-focused conservation 
practices in small watersheds (currently 197) impaired by nutrients, sediment, 
and animal agriculture pathogens

• Designed for multiyear investment to treat all critical areas in watershed
• State agencies monitor water quality in at least one watershed to track 

practice impacts over multiple years
• NWQI has been an excellent path to greater collaboration towards water 

quality improvement among State agencies, NRCS and watershed partners
• What’s next? FY18 NWQI Readiness Phase emphasizes watershed planning, 

local collaboration, and on-farm conservation planning prior to targeted 
conservation practice implementation



• US Army Corps of Engineers
• US Environmental Protection 

Agency
• US Department of Agriculture

• US Geological Survey
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration 
• National Tribal Water Council

5 Federal Agencies and Tribes: 

12 State Agencies: 

• Arkansas
• Missouri
• Iowa
• Tennessee
• Minnesota
• Indiana

• Ohio 
• Louisiana
• Illinois
• Mississippi 
• Kentucky
• Wisconsin

Each state is represented by one of:
Agriculture agency, Environmental Quality agency, or Natural 
Resources agency

Hypoxia Task Force

Mississippi River Basin

HTF States
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Current HTF Focus Areas

• Tracking progress towards the goal
-Coastal Goal: 
By 2035, reduce 5-year running average 
size of the Gulf hypoxic zone to 5,000 km2

-Interim Target:
20% reduction of nitrogen and phosphorus 
loading by 2025

• Nutrient Reduction Strategies 
• SERA-46 Priorities for Collaboration
• Collaboration and Partnerships
• Communicating Success
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Grant-supported Partnerships: Training and 
Research on High-Impact Practices and 
Watershed Planning

• EPA is enhancing water quality-focused training 
opportunities to agricultural advisors, including crop 
advisors, through a series of grants, including:

• Connecting certified crop advisors and conservation 
districts

• Two grants to train ag industry, CCAs and other 
consultants on conservation systems and watershed 
planning efforts that protect water quality

• Grant with land-grant universities to enhance 
understanding of soil health and water quality 
interactions
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EPA Office of Wastewater Management’s Collaborations with Animal Agriculture

14

For more information, contact:
Joseph Ziobro: Ziobro.Joseph@epa.gov



Animal Ag Discussion Group
Ag Education Project

2-Way Ag & Water Quality Education Program for Farmers 
and State/Federal Employees

https://extension.org/73649
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Animal Agriculture Discussion Group
Building Partnerships

• Competition to develop affordable technologies that 
recycle nutrients from livestock waste.

• We asked producers what they needed.
• Built program from the ground up with our ag partners. 16



Engagement opportunities

• Information exchange between EPA, State water quality 
agencies and Certified Crop Advisors

• Webcast: EPA/State agencies learn about CCA program
• Mid-Atlantic Crop Management School: EPA presentation

• CCA state boards- Engage with water quality agencies and 
local projects

• Nonpoint Source Technical Exchange- webcasts on 
agricultural topics

• How best to engage/communicate?
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EPA Regions & Ag Advisors

Randy Rush

Vacant 

Kelly Shenk

Kristina 
Heinemann

Steven 
Winnett

Gerald Winn

Karen Flournoy

Rebecca Perrin
Nick Peak

Doug Luehe
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Questions/Discussion
Erika Larsen, Nonpoint Source Management Branch

Larsen.Erika@epa.gov
202-566-0048
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